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0  
m e e t  t h e  p r e s s i n g  n e e d s  
i e l d  o n c e  s a i d ,  " T h e r e  a r e  
u t i f u l  t h a n  a  u n i v e r s i t y . "  
"  p r i v i l e g e d  w e  a r e  t o  b e  
: h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  
t e  G r a n d  V a l l e y ' s  a s c e n t .  
; t u d e n t s  b u i l d  t h e i r  p r o -
, g  l o v e  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e i r  
. a t i o n  f o r  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s .  
t  G r a n d  V a l l e y  g r a d u a t e s  
i t i e s .  
;  a h e a d  w i l l  b u i l d  o n  t h e  
: b e f o r e  u s .  
c e  o f  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e .  P r o g -
t a l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  
n d  o p p o r t u r l l . t i e s  b e f o r e  
i l l  S e ! d m a n , J i m  Z u m b e r g e  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  
y e a r s  c r e a t e d  t o d a y ' s  G r a n d  
a n d  d i d  s o  m u c h .  
· e m a i n  b e f o r e  u s .  
: o n  h a r v e s t i n g  a n d  p r o c e s s -
l e p e n d s  o n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e ,  
i n g  o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  
m e d .  B u i l d i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  
e m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
l e n c e  h a s  b e g u n .  
h e  t h i r d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  G r a n d  
l e e p l y  r e s p e c t  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  
g r e a t  J i n i v e r s i t y .  I  i n t e n d  t o  
i o n s  b y  s e r v i n g  o u r  s r u d e n t s  
~ a n d  b y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h i s  
a d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  
e  a m o n g  u s .  
. . .  a  R e f l e c t i o n  o n  W r i t i n g  
S
o ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  G r a n d  V a l l e y  R e v i e w ,  D a n  R o y e r ,  
c o m e s  i n t o  m y  o f f i c e  a n d  s a y s ,  " W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  
t h i n k  o f  r e - p r i n t i n g  a  c h a p t e r  o f  y o u r  b o o k  i n  t h e  
R e v i e w ? "  
" F i n e , "  I  s a y .  
" R e a l l y ? "  h e  s a y s .  " I  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  y o u ' d  w a n t  t o . "  
" N o , "  I  s a y .  " T h a t ' s  f i n e . "  
" G r e a t , "  s a y s  D a n .  " M a y b e  y o u  c o u l d  b e g i n  w i t h  a  
l i t t l e  m e t a - d i s c o u r s e  o n  t h e  w r i t i n g . "  
" F i n e , "  I  s a y .  
T r o u b l e  i s ,  I  d o n ' t  h a v e  a  c l u e  w h a t  a  m e t a - d i s c o u r s e  
l S .  
O h ,  I ' v e  h e a r d  t h e  t e r m  f r o m  m y  y o u n g e r  c o l l e a g u e s  
m a n y  t i m e s .  I n  f a c t ,  y o u  c a n ' t  t a l k  1 0  m i n u t e s  i n  t h e  
c o f f e e  r o o m  a b o u t  a n y  k i n d  o f l i t e r a r y  o r  w r i t i n g  t h e o r y  
w i t h o u t  t h e  t e r m  c o m i n g  u p ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  s t r a n g e  
s o u n d i n g  w o r d s  l i k e  f o u c a u l t  o r  h e r m e n e u t i c s .  
I ' v e  e v e n  g o n e  t o  a  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  l i s t e n e d  t o  a  t a l k  
t i t l e d  " M e t a - c o g n i t i o n  a n d  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  m e t a -
d i s c o u r s e :  d r a g g i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o w a r d  C a r t e s i a n i s m ,  i f  
n o t  P l a t o n i s m . "  I  l e f t  c o n f u s e d  a n d  h u m b l e d ,  w i t h  a  
s t r o n g  u r g e  t o  k i c k  a  r o c k .  
C l e a r l y ,  I  a m  o u t  o f  i t - o n  t h e  d o w n s l o p e  o f  m y  
p r o f e s s o r i a l  c a r e e r .  
M y  b e s t  g u e s s  i s  t h a t  m e t a - d i s c o u r s e  h a s  s o m e -
t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  w e i r d  t e r m .  
A s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
w r i t e r s  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  d o i n g .  A  w r i t e r  
i s  j u s t  s o m e  i g n o r a n t  l o w - l i f e  w h o  i s  d r i v e n  b y  a l l  
t h e s e  u n d e r c u r r e n t s  a n d  f o r c e s ,  l i k e  a  b a b y  p i g  c a u g h t  
i n  a  w h i r l p o o l ,  a n d  i t  t a k e s  s o m e o n e  w h o  k n o w s  h o w  
t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e r r i d a  t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  o n .  T h e  
p e r s o n  ( w h o  c a n  p r o n o u n c e  d e r r i d a )  p r o v i d e s  t h e  m e t a -
d i s c o u r s e ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  r e a l l y  m e a n t  t o  s a y ,  
i f  h e  o r  s h e  w e r e n ' t  s o  s t u p i d .  
O f  c o u r s e ,  I  w o u l d n ' t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  I  w e r e  t o t a l l y  
w r o n g  a b o u t  t h i s .  
O r  i f  t h e  n e x t  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  t o o k  m y  i d e a  a s  i t s  c e n t r a l  t h e m e .  
< J ? . g , n  ' D w e l l e  i s  a n  a s s o c i a t e  
p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
W r i t i n g .  
I I  
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Ron Dwelle 
At any rate, I guess I can offer some 
thoughts on the section of my book 
that is reprinted here, as it might be 
relevant to GV Review readers. 
First, I would note that it is not 
academic writing. In my view, this is a 
plus, though many of you will consider 
it a negative (see "deconstruction" 
above). (Remember the old saying, 
"If you can, do. If you can't, teach. If 
you can't do either one, write academic 
articles.") 
No, the excerpt is simply a report of 
my experiences, with a little reflection 
on some of them. How inappropriate 
for an academic journal like the GV 
Review! Now, if the experiences were 
academic, and the reflections were on 
the academicness of the experiences, 
it probably would be wholly suitable. 
But all that's in this little excerpt is a 
brief note about Hope College (one of 
the few academic notes in the whole 
book). 
I can already hear a few readers 
sneering, "This is about sailing! What 
does that have to do with anything 
important?" 
I could perhaps mount an aca-
demic defense. But then I think back 
on many of the writers I love, like 
Mark Twain. Early in his career, he 
was derided as a hack journalist, for 
his reports on travelling to the Holy 
Land, for example. Then he collected 
those reports into the book Innocents 
Abroad which became a bestseller. 
From a nautical chart ofLake Huron 's North Channel. One 
oFthe joys of cruising is navigating to out·oFthe-way places. 
Anding your way by chart and compass .... 
And he was derided as a popular hack. He certainly 
had the capability of responding to such charges, but he 
chose not to. Instead he exaggerated the humbleness of 
his writing, calling them "a few notes scratched out ... " 
or "some scribblings .... " It took 50 years for him to be 
respectable enough to be read in school, and another 
50 years before he was de-constructed. 
Unfortunately, I have the right to be much more 
humble than Mark Twain. But I do hope there is still 
someone reading my book when De-construction lies 
a-mouldering in her grave, 100 years from now. 
Summer : 
the Great 
Eternal Springs 
I t is difficult for a non-: anchorage as a sailor ur 
and security. Or anxiety; 
Most of us are raised t• 
a given that we are norm:: 
ous acts against God or 1\ 
by Macbeth and Lady l\ 
assumed, like the existeno 
of God. Many people, p< 
without ever thinking ot 
doubting, never expecti1 
security in bed. 
For the sailor, ignoran 
apprehension which has < 
and most others who get a 
''the hook." I suppose I ai 
in total innocence-stop 
over the side, hitch the anc 
confident that all's well wi 
Twenty years ago, wh 
first time, passing througl: 
Channel seemed an unspc 
between Eden and Paradis 
anchoring. 
The North Channel is 
normal sense of a primary 
It is simply the northern 
separated from the rest of 
Drummond, Cockburn ar 
' . 
toulin. 
Though the way there 
adventure enough, I arrive 
of accomplishment, having 
